Recidivism in the management of medical back pain.
One Ohio hospital underwent three years of 100% focused review of admissions for medical back problems (DRG 243) due to excessive numbers of admissions previously noted. On cessation of the focused review, the volume of admissions rose at this hospital, and the admission denial rate increased. Reinstitution of focused review appeared to decrease the number of admissions, but did not affect the rate of admission denials.